
The Los Angeles Police Revolver and Athletic Club Inc. 
Presents 

The Challenge Cup/Baker to Vegas Relay History 

(“Just the Facts Ma’am”) 
 

The Challenge Cup / Baker to Vegas Relay was the vision of Los Angeles Police Officers Chuck Foote and 
Larry Moore. It was spawned following the format laid by the LAPD Metro Division’s “Death Valley 
Relay” which came to an abrupt end in 1985 after a seven-year stint of running through the Devil’s 
graveyard. 
 
Chuck Foote, general manager of the Los Angeles Police Revolver and Athletic Club, Inc. (LAPRAAC) 
and Larry Moore, LAPD Athletic Director, drove the course and over those long stretches of highway came 
up with the name for the race and its basic format. The first stop was Baker, California, where a short but 
very welcome visit with the Baker High School principal secured a home for the starting line. It was 
followed by a whistle stop in Shoshone and a friendship of over 20 years was begun with Robbie Haines.  
 
Then came Pahrump, Nevada, a town neither Foote nor Moore had ever visited but they knew runners 
passing through the night would wake someone up. They began to inquire whom to talk with about this 
event. Everyone said go see “Floyd” in the hardware store – needless to say that relationship has grown 
about a fast as the city itself.  
 
The welcome the runners receive in Pahrump – the race’s halfway point – with coffee, water, cookies, the 
best smiles around and a great introduction by Alice Eychaner makes the city a pivotal part of The 
Challenge Cup / Baker to Vegas Relay story. 
 
The first Challenge Cup Relay start line was located on California Highway 127 in front of Baker High 
School. The finish line, as it was in 1985, was on Nevada Highway 160 at the intersection of Blue 
Diamond, 119 miles away and just 13 miles short of Las Vegas. 
 
At the conclusion of the first race all 19 teams gathered at the finish – and what a sight it was! Around 400 
people standing in the desert dirt, next to a camper parked along the highway, participating in awards 
ceremony with then Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F. Gates. Highway traffic was flying by but it didn’t 
matter. Runners were in their “own world” doing their “thing.” LAPD Central Division was the overall 
winner that year. Like a wild fire, the word began to spread throughout the country then the world. The 
Baker to Vegas Race became the police challenge. 
 
The 1986 Challenge Cup relocated the starting point 18 miles further up the road from Baker and the finish 
was moved to the Hacienda Hotel where the marquee read “Welcome LAPD Challenge Cup Relay – Finish 
Line”. It was “big time” Las Vegas style. The Hacienda Hotel’s Convention Center was “bursting” at the 
seams when over 2,000 runners, volunteers and spectators came to the Awards Ceremony. The race was in 
town just a few hours and already it had outgrown the Hacienda Hotel. Although the finish remained at the 
Hacienda until its demise in 1996 the Awards Ceremony moved about town like a hobo looking for a home. 
 
The 1987 Baker to Vegas Relay (as it is called today) was halted at Leg 14 due to “blizzard” conditions on 
Nevada Highway 160 over Mountain Springs Pass. This was also the first year of nine where the Sahara 
Hotel would be home to the Awards Ceremony. Needless to say once the race was halted many dejected 
people went home and only 2,500 attended the ceremony. LAPD’s Training/Air Support Division team 
won the race – they were ahead when the race was stopped and awarded the “short course” victory. A 
victory is a victory, or so the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department has been told (LASD was favored 
to win that year). The 1987 race is still talked about today as the most “infamous” victory.   
  
In December 2003, retired Officer Moore, a cornerstone of the race, died from injuries incurred from a 
motorcycle accident in the Las Vegas area. The race continues, as Larry would have wished. He was a great 



visionary and one of the hardest workers when it came to law enforcement athletics. Camaraderie, physical 
fitness and teamwork were his goals for this race. His vision continues to this day. 
 
The Baker to Vegas Relay is the most “positive” event offered to law enforcement officers today. It gives 
them a reason to maintain a physical fitness program so as to help them better perform their duties. Over 
the 20+ years the Challenge Cup/Baker to Vegas Relay has been run nearly one hundred thousand law 
enforcement personnel have tread across the desert. The original ideals of the race continue: teamwork, 
camaraderie, physical fitness and competition. The event has expanded in many ways – most notably in 
entries and categories. The number of teams has grown nearly 12 fold – from only 19 in 1985 to 227 in 
2007 – and categories have grown to include judges, probation officers, district attorneys, US Attorneys 
and full time civilian police personnel.  
 
As a result of this growth the race has flourished. Today it is the largest law enforcement event of its kind 
in the World with teams participating from Queensland Australia, South Wales England, Calgary Canada, 
Berlin Germany and throughout the United States. The Challenge Cup/Baker to Vegas Relay is truly a 
National and International event. The 2007 race welcomed back our very special friends from Calgary 
Police Service as well as another Canadian team from Central Alberta.   
 
The 23rd Annual Challenge Cup/Baker to Vegas Relay took place of the weekend of April 21-22 with 227 
teams and seven starting times between 11:30 am and 6:30 pm. Over 5,300 runners and alternates in relay 
form challenged the course leading from 20 miles north of Baker on Highway 127 to Shoshone CA; then 
northeast on Highway 178, across the state line into Nevada on Highway 372 to Pahrump, then southeast 
on Highway 160 to the finish at the intersection of Industrial and Sunset in Las Vegas. 
 
On Sunday, April 22, 2007 seven hours after the last team finished 8,000 runners; family, friends, sponsors 
and race volunteers were present at the Awards Ceremony at the Hilton Hotel Convention Room. The 
festivities began with a most impressive Opening Program providing entertainment for all. Over 135 VIP 
law enforcement dignitaries, chiefs of police, agents-in-charge and sheriffs were introduced to the crowd. 
 
During the ceremony and throughout the hotel conversation is continually in a roar with the most common 
phrase and pledge, “Wait till next year”!  
 
There you have it. The story of the largest police foot pursuit in the world 
 

“The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth”. 
So help my Asics Tigers! 

 



Baker to Vegas Relay Factoids: 
 
 
Winners 
 
1985 LA Police Central Area   (14:16:47) 
1986 LA Sheriff’s Special Enforcement Bureau   (13:26:58) 
1987 LA Police Training/Air Support   (Halted Due To Snow) 
1988 LA Police Hollenbeck Area   (13:00:02) 
1989 LA Police Parker Center   (13:12:02) 
1990 LA Sheriff’s Central Jail   (13:03:31) 
1991 FBI Los Angeles   (12:57:41) 
1992 LA Sheriff’s Central Jail   (12:53:37) 
1993 LA Sheriff’s Central Jail   (12:42:17) 
1994 LA Sheriff’s Central Jail   (12:58:48) 
1995 LA Sheriff’s Central Jail   (12:56:37) 
1996 LA Police Training/Air Support   (12:41:29 –Record) 
1997 LA Police Training/Air Support   (13:12:37) 
1998 LA Police Metro Division Red Team   (13:40:23) 
1999 LA Police Metro Division Red Team   (13:10:39) 
2000 California Highway Patrol   (13:01:46) 
2001 LA Police Metro Division Red Team   (13:03:48) 
2002 LA Police Metro Division Red Team   (13:12:47) 
2003 San Diego Police Department   (13:24:06) 
2004 San Diego Police Department   (13:22:55) 
2005 San Diego Police Department   (13:18:01) 
2006 CHP Sacramento (13:05:15) 
2007 CHP Sacramento  (13:03:40) 
 
 
Finish Line 
1986-1996 — Hacienda Hotel 
1997 — Vacation Village 
1998-2000 — Tropicana Hotel 
2001-2002 — Rio Hotel 
2003-2004 — Silverton Hotel 
2005-2007 — Czarnowski Exhibit Services (Sunset & Dean Martin Drive) 
 
 
Awards Ceremony Location and Attendance 
1985 — Nevada Highway 160 and Blue Diamond (roadside)....400 
1986 — Hacienda Hotel ..........................................................2,000 
1987-1995 Sahara Hotel...............................................................5,500 
1996 — Hilton Hotel ...............................................................6,000 
1997 — Bally’s Hotel..............................................................6,000 
1998 — MGM Grand Hotel.................................................... 7,500+ 
1999-2002 Rio Hotel................................................................... 8,000+ 
2003-2007 Hilton Hotel .............................................................. 8,000+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 


